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Notes/other:

Biographical Sketch:

Composer, conductor, percussionist, and teacher William Kraft was born on September 6, 1923 in
Chicago, Illinois and grew up in San Diego, California. He joined the US Air Force for 3 years in the later
part of WWII. Later, Kraft became an arranger for dance bands. He also discovered the musical programs
at Tanglewood, which he said changed his life. He earned his Bachelor’s in 1951 and his Master’s in
composition in 1954 from Columbia University.

Kraft was a performing member of the Los Angeles Philharmonic for 26 years; the first eight years as a
percussionist and the next eighteen as Principal Timpanist. He also spent 3 seasons as an assistant
conductor. In his early years at the philharmonic, Kraft organized and directed the Los Angeles
Percussion Ensemble. From 1981 to 1985, he was the Los Angeles Philharmonic’s Composer-in-
Residence. During his residency he founded and directed the orchestra’s contemporary music
performance ensemble, the Philharmonic New Music Group. In the early 2000s David Herbert and the
San Francisco Symphony commissioned Kraft to write “Concerto No. 2 for Timpani and Orchestra: XIII
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The Grand Encounter.” The symphony premiered the piece in June 2005. After attending the symphony’s
performances, Kraft revised the score.

Over his career, Kraft received 2 Kennedy Center Friedheim Awards, 2 Guggenheim Fellowships, 2 Ford
Foundation commissions, and numerous other fellowships. In November 1990, Kraft was elected to the
Percussive Arts Society’s Hall of Fame in the categories of composition, drum set, and timpani. From
1991 to 2002, he was the chairman of the composition department and the Corwin professor of music
composition at the University of California, Santa Barbara. In the summer of 2002, Kraft retired from
both positions at UC Santa Barbara.
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Scope and Content:

The William Kraft Collection contains Kraft’s copy of the percussion parts to Stravinsky’s ‘L’Historie du
Soldat” with an accompanying preface and letter written by Kraft. Also included in the collection is a 78-
page handwritten orchestral score of Kraft’s “Concerto No. 2 for Timpani and Orchestra: XIIT The Grand
Encounter.” The score demonstrates Kraft’s composition process as well as edits, corrections, major

revisions, inserted and removed measures, and notes on technique.
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Container Listing:

BOX FOLDER
Percussion parts to Stravinsky’s ‘L’Historie du Soldat’ with preface by Kraft
1 and letter, 2005-2007
Score of ‘Concerto No. 2 for Timpani and Orchestra: XIII The Grand
1 Encounter’ (1 of 3), 2003
Score of ‘Concerto No. 2 for Timpani and Orchestra: XIIl The Grand
1 Encounter’ (2 of 3), 2003
Score of ‘Concerto No. 2 for Timpani and Orchestra: XIII The Grand
1 Encounter’ (3 of 3), 2003
2006.10.03 Two vibraphone mallets
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